NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2026

—— THE SEASON OF —

LENT

Even now," declares the Lord, "return o me with all your heart, with
fasting and weeping and mourning.” Rend your heart and not your
garments. Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from
sending calamity.

Joel 2:12-13



Vicar’'s Message
Dear Brothers, Sisters and Children,
Greetings to you in the Blessed & Holy Name of Lord Jesus Christ!

Let me express my thanks to all of you for welcoming me and my family in to the Parish of
Christ Church, Galkissa, The Church of the Open Door. We are slowly settling in the Vicarage
and getting used to the new environment and surroundings and meeting new people in our
ministry of Christ Church, Galkissa. We anticipate your fullest corporation and support to
engage in a meaningful and fruitful ministry to bring glory and honor to the Aimighty God.

We have come to a time where the Sri Lankans are celebrating the 78 Independence Day of
Sri Lanka. On the one hand we can give thanks and praise to God for the people who
committed their time, energy, wisdom and life to gain the independence and on the other hand
we have to think and meditate whether we are rightly enjoying this freedom and create space
for the others to enjoy this freedom. However, FREEDOM or INDEPENDENCE is something that
we all like and want to enjoy. Therefore, it is good for us to understand the Christian meaning
and value of Freedom.

The God who created the entire world as well as the Adam and Eve wanted them to enjoy the
freedom that He gave in the Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve enjoyed that freedom. But
because of the influence of the Satan, they became selfish about the freedom and became
disobedient to God. The result of disobedience was that they were sent out from the Garden of
Eden. Satan taught them that they should not be slaves to God and obedience to God would
minimize their freedom (Gen. 3: 4-5). But they never knew that if they disobey God and run
away from the freedom that God gave them, will bring them to the Slavery of Satan. The Lord
Jesus came in to this world in order to bring back the freedom to them which was lost in the
Garden of Eden and also to bring the eternal life which is the maximum of freedom.

No doubt the sinful nature and the activities of the darkness in the present society are due to
the influence of Satan. No matter how ever a person has money and wealth or how much
power and authority a person has he /she would be caught by Satan if they listen and do what
Satan tell them to say or do. Those who run away from God'’s freedom will be caught to the
slavery of Satan. Once a person is caught by the Satan it will be very difficult to overcome his
snares. In the present context the human being is not in a position to enjoy the physical,
mental and spiritual freedom due to suspicion, faithlessness, disobedience, pride, jealousy,
competition and profit-oriented intentions in families, institutions and in personal life as well.

St. Paul says that there is no life of freedom unless and until you become a slave of the Lord
Jesus Christ (I Cor. 7:21-23). True Freedom can be explained in this way; and it is like a little
infant in the arms of the parents or the little chicks under the wings of the mother hen.
Beloved, our Father God provides us the same freedom. Let us enjoy that true freedom and let
others also to enjoy the same. Also it is good for us to think and meditate upon FREEDOM as
we approach the season of LENT.

Enjoy your Freedom and God bless you and your Families!

Fr. Christie Joseph
Vicar - CCG
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ECUMENICAL LECTIONARY -FEBRUARY 2026

Date: 01.02.2026 — Presentation Sunday
Theme: “Jesus Christ reveals His glory”

READING PASSAGE
Old Testament Lesson Malachi 3:1-5
Epistle Hebrews 2:14-18
Gospel St.Luke 2:22-40
Date: 08" February 2026
Theme: “Jesus Christ: The New Authority”
READING PASSAGE
Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 58:1-9
Epistle 1 Corin. 2:1-12
Gospel St. Mathew 5:13-20

Date: 15" February 2026 CCG 183RP Anniversary Trilingual
Eucharist - Transfiguration Sunday
Theme : “Jesus Christ The Light of the World”

READING PASSAGE
Old Testament Lesson Exodus 24 :12-18
Epistle 1 Peter 1:16-21
Gospel St. Mathew  17:1-9

Date: 18" February 2026 Ash Wednesday
Theme: “Be reconciled to God; Fast, pray and serve others”

READING PASSAGE
Old Testament Lesson Joel 2:1-2,12-17
Epistle 2 Corin 5:20-6:10
Gospel St.Mathew 6:1-6, 16 - 21

Date: 22" February 2026 - Lent 1
Theme: “Preparing for the joys of Easter — The Temptations’

READING PASSAGE

Old Testament Lesson Genesis 2:15-17,3:1-7

Epistle Romans 5:12-19

Gospel St. Mathew  4:1-11




MONTHLY EVENTS

Medical Clinic

The medical clinic will offer blood sugar, blood pressure and cholesterol tests free of charge and
necessary advice will be provided by the team of doctors available. The medical clinic will be
held every month, on the third Saturday of the month from 9.00 am to 10.00 am.

Community Kitchen

The Community Kitchen is held every Saturday in our Church. Those who wish to contribute to
this please handover your contributions to the Parish office.

Anyone who need lunch packets, please collect a token from the Parish office by

Friday or by 8.30 am on Saturday.

The Community Kitchen is in need of volunteers to help prepare and distribute meals every
Saturday. Anyone wishing to volunteer please come to church by 8am on Saturday morning.

We invite all parishioners to update their contact details to the Parish Office and to join all
Social Media pages such as Parish Whatsapp group, Facebook page, and the newly opened
Instagram Page of Christ Church Galkissa.

Celebrating special occasions

Anyone celebrating birthdays, wedding anniversaries or any other special occasion

may give their names to the church office to be included in our intercession prayers during any
service.

Service times of Eucharist Service on Sundays

+ Services in English at 6.00 am, 7.15 am and 5.30 pm
# Service in Tamil at 9.00 am
«» Service in Sinhala at 10.30 am

Ash Wednesday Service on 18" February 2026.
6.00 a.m Service in English
6.00 p.m Trilingual Service

Holy Communion Service on Wednesday 4" February 2026 at 7.00 a.m to 7.30 a.m to
commemorate the 78" Independence Day of Sri Lanka followed by hoisting of National Flag.

Holy Communion Service on Wednesday
A Holy Communion Service will be held every Wednesday from 6.30 am to 7.00 am.

Praise and worship reflection and Bible study also is held in Tamil and Sinhala from 9.30 a.m to
11.00 a.m. We invite all to participate.



Vicar

| Rev. Christie Joseph

| 077 7567178

|

Assistant Curates

Rev. M Sathivel

077 7663545/ 011 2727545

Rev. Maurice Vethamanickam

071 3397416/011 2776719

Lay Officers

Mr. Michael Perera

071 2300112

Mr. Keshan Leitch

077 4286350

Mr. Roshan Jayatilleke

078 5000542

Mr. Vishal Money

077 9081588

Church Treasurer

| Ms. Nimalka Fernando

077 3070228 |

Secretary to Lay Officers

| Ms. Namali Ratnayake

077 6439445 |

Parish Stewards

Mrs. Kanchana Jayatilakke

077 7330124 | Mrs.Vanajula Somasundaram 077 2887458

Mr. Dirk Jansen 077 2034789 | Mrs.Sabrina Karunanayake 077 6303283
Mr. Richard Buultjens 071 8440308 | Mr. R.K.Samuel 077 7334351
Mrs. Shiromi Edwards 077 1552517 | Mrs. Amirthini Dilipkumar 076 7172925
Mr.Ransiri Fernando 077 7737609 | Mr.G.W. Regan 077 3236160

Church organisations

Sunday School Mrs. Miranthi Fernando 077 2442431
Mother’s Union Ms. Saby Karunanayake 077 6303283
Evergreens Mrs. Susheela Hensman 0718319738

Youth Fellowship

Ms. Shanika Samarasundara 077 4291678

Social Concern

Mr. Eksith Fernando

077 7707346

Community Kitchen

Ms. Trinushka Perera

077 5943303

Church Office

Parish Office Mr. Lyell Martinesz/
Ms. Arunthathi Sebastian 011 2739679
Sexton Mr. Ranjith Bandara 074 2172183

Church Security

076 1554807




